August 5, 2018
TODAY: Bible Classes - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6:30 p.m.
Messages by PASTOR JIM BYRD
INTERNET: SermonAudio.com
Visit our website at: www.13thstbaptist.org
(webcasting live during listed service times)
WEDNESDAY: Mid-week Service—7:00 p.m.
Message by PASTOR JIM BYRD
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FAITH IN CHRIST FOR CLEANSING
Tune: “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place,” (CM/Double)
Words by Isaac Watts, 1709

How sad our state by nature is,
Our sin how deep it stains!
And Satan binds our captive minds
Fast in his slavish chains.

But there’s a voice of sovereign grace
Sounds from the sacred Word,
“Ho, ye despairing sinners come,
And trust upon the Lord.”

My soul obeys the mighty call,
And runs to this relief;
I would believe Thy promise, Lord,
O help mine unbelief.
To the dear fountain of Thy blood,
Incarnate God, I fly;
Here let me wash my spotted soul
From crimes of deepest dye.

Stretch out Thine arm, victorious King!
My reigning sins subdue;
Drive the old dragon from his seat,
With all his hellish crew.
A guilty, weak and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms 1 fall;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,

My Jesus and my all.
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
August 6 Kenna Rice August 9 Joyce Voss
7 Beth Absher Seth Kuehne
8 Richard Williams Drew Kuehne
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Just a reminder - If you are on the nursery schedule and cannot be there, please find a replace-

ment for your duty or let Kenna Rice know ahead of time.
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We had a wonderful worship service last Lord’s Day morning and the fellowship lunch was out-
standing. Someone said it was the best variety of foods we’ve ever had. I am grateful to all who
stayed, to those who brought food, to those who set up and to those who stayed afterwards to clean
up and put everything back in their rightful place. Your labor of love is deeply appreciated!

0O
HOW TO QUIETEN THE CONSCIENCE

It is very dangerous to quiet the conscience with anything but the blood of Christ. It is fatal being
at peace until Christ speaks peace. Nothing can truly pacify the conscience but that which pacifies
God, and that is the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14). —Henry Mahan
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We are healed by His stripes;
Would you add to His Word?
And He is our righteousness made;,
The best robe of heaven He bids you put on,
Oh, could you be better arrayed?
—copied
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Here is a great wonder. God is high and holy, and yet the higher a man lifts up himself, the far-
ther he is from God; and the lower a man humbles himself, the nearer he is to God. “For thus saith
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy
place, with him also who is of a humble and contrite spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to

revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isaiah 57:15). —Thomas Brooks, Puritan preacher
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“REJOICE in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright” (Psalm 33:1).
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USE THE TONGUE FOR GOOD, NOT EVIL

There are many admonitions and warnings in the Word of God regarding the tongue. “The
tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth” (Proverbs 10:20).
“There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health” (Proverbs
12:18). “The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolish-
ness” (Proverbs 15:2). ““The tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how
great a matter a little fire kindeth. And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is
set on fire of hell. But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poi-
son” (James 3:5-6, 8).

The tongue, when moved by the Holy Spirit, can preach the gospel of the grace of God; it can
speak of the glorious person and successful redemptive accomplishments of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The tongue can be used to speak words of encouragement; it can utter expressions of comfort to the
troubled and peace to the distressed. The Psalmist requested, “Let the words of my mouth, and the
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psalm
19:14). It is not surprising that David prayed that his heart-meditation would be accepted by the
Lord, but we tend to forget that the same petition was offered with regard to his words, that they also
would be pleasing to Jehovah our Savior. We want our words to be honoring to God and useful to
those who hear us. “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers” (Ephesians 4:29).

All of our words should be honoring to the Lord and beneficial to those to whom we speak. Paul
admonished Titus to use “sound speech which cannot be condemned” (Titus 2:8). Certainly, every
preacher of the gospel is to use “sound speech” from the pulpit, that is, words that are wholesome
and of spiritual benefit to those who listen, words that are truthful to sinners, honoring to Christ and
glorying to the name of our God. But shouldn’t every child of the Lord also seek to use “sound
speech?” Let us employ our words in a constructive way, for the glory of Christ and the good of
those to whom we speak. Let us not, through the use of malicious, hateful or vile words, give the
enemies of the gospel ammunition for use against the gospel of Christ. Let us “adorn the doctrine of
God our Savior” (Titus 2:10) in word as well as deed. “Let your speech be always with grace, sea-
soned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” (Colossians 4:6). What salt is
to meat, making it tasteful and desirable, that’s what grace is to our speech. If our words are not
honoring to God and truly useful to others, let us not speak at all. —Pastor Jim Byrd



